
Cherry Orchard Primary School 
Rectory Field Crescent, Charlton, SE7 7DG 

 

Executive Headteacher: Mrs Maria Hill 
Head of School: Mrs Buffy Lloyd 

 

 
Telephone: 020 8856 6766 

Email: sao@cherryorchard.greenwich.sch.uk 
  Website: www.cherryorchardschool.org.uk 

 

 

 

                                      

 
 

Tuesday 16th June 2020 
Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
 
We are writing to inform you of the developments that are underway here at school.  
 
Since we last wrote to you, senior leaders and the governors of the school have written and agreed 
a detailed risk assessment outlining all of the measures to be put in place to allow for a safe phased 
return for pupils. Over the past few weeks we have been busy implementing this risk assessment, 
making adjustments to the school environment and making plans for the phased return to school to 
begin.  
 
Yesterday, we welcomed back many of our Year 6 pupils – it was so lovely to see them! 
 
We also sent out information to all parents of Year 1 children yesterday stating that we plan to open 
two Year 1 ‘bubbles’ next week.  
 
We are considering what we may be able to offer for reception class – parents of children in reception 
class will shortly receive some information about what school may be able to offer and a 
questionnaire to ascertain how many parents of those children would consider sending their children 
in to school.  
 
Unfortunately, it is unlikely that we will be able to safely welcome our nursery children into school 
before the autumn term as we are having to use the nursery building to host our critical worker 
provision. We do not have the space or the staff to enable the safe return of our nursery cohort.  
 
If your child is in Year N, 2, 3, 4 or 5  
 
The year groups which are not returning to school this term will continue to be set work to complete 
at home. The platforms we have been using since the lockdown will still be in use (Purple Mash, 
Education City, MyMaths and TT Rockstars) – If you have lost your passwords of have any difficulties 
with accessing these platforms, please contact ask@cherryorchard.greenwich.sch.uk and let us 
know.  
 
We would like to give huge thanks for all of the children (supported by their families) who have been 
so active in their online learning over the past few months. All teachers are really enjoying seeing 
their pupils’ efforts on the various platforms.  
 
As we move into this next phase, we would like to reassure you that we are working to develop the 
home learning offer. Along with this letter you will have received a ‘Home Learning Choice Board’. 
These have been created for each phase and will be sent out every Monday moving forwards. They 
have been designed following the success of the 10 day challenges which many children completed 
last week.  
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The ‘Choice Boards’ will be based around a different theme and will direct children to specific online 
learning activities linked to the theme and offer the opportunity to engage with some offline activities. 
Children can choose in which order they want to complete the activities and are encouraged to send 
photos of their outcomes with us either via Purple Mash or ask@cherryorchard.greenwich.sch.uk  . 
 
In the coming weeks, we will be able to develop this concept further with the introduction of Google 
Classrooms. It is hoped that, as staff become more confident with this whole new Google ‘world’, we 
will be able to start sharing videos, images and resources securely. This resource will hopefully add 
an extra dimension to home learning long into the future… watch this space! 
 
You will notice that the some of the activities on the Home Learning Choice Grids have the initials 
‘S’, ‘W’, ‘A’ and ‘N’. This ties in with the approach we are adopting in response to the pandemic and 
the shock we have all experienced in the loss of familiarity.  To understand this better, please see 
below. 
 
 
What approach is the school adopting for this phase return? 
 
The school has been working with Educational Psychology services to create a recovery curriculum. 
Primary school learning is heavily reliant on relationships. Our recovery curriculum is designed to re-
establish relationships. The school is adopting the SWAN approach to coming back together after 
such a prolonged period of separation. This approach is underpinned by the following principles: 
 
 
 

S – Safe – Committing to and sharing the measures in place to protect physical and 
emotional safety.  PREDICTABILITY and CONSISTENCY is essential in creating a ‘new 
normal’. 
 
W – Welcoming – Ensuring that the school environment is warm and welcoming. Focus on 
building a sense of BELONGING and TOGETHERNESS to allow us all to be able to 
socially connect and build on the skills that we may have lost in lockdown. 
 
A – All together –All adults will need to come together to create a genuine team around the 
children. Do things WITH and FOR the children. 
 
N – Nurture – WE DON’T need to make up for lost time. The school community remains on 
high alert. New learning is not as effective when we in a state of alert. The focus is to create 
an environment where everyone can thrive and in the early stages there will be a focus on 
revision of previous learning and reconnecting through problem solving and play.  

 
 
If you are interested in learning more about the recovery curriculum, you are directed to listen to 

Barry Carpenter’s podcast which can be found on the following link:  

https://www.evidenceforlearning.net/recoverycurriculum/ 

 

Yours sincerely 

Mrs Hill     Mrs Lloyd 

 

Executive Headteacher   Head of School 
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