
Cherry Orchard Primary School 
Rectory Field Crescent, Charlton, SE7 7DG 

 

Executive Headteacher: Mrs Maria Hill 
Head of School: Mrs Buffy Lloyd 

 

Telephone: 020 8856 6766 
Email: sao@cherryorchard.greenwich.sch.uk 

Website: www.cherryorchardschool.org.uk 

 

 

 

                                      

 
Tuesday 15th December 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Firstly, I would like to thank all parents/ carers for responding positively to these last minute arrangements. 
I believe that the majority of us understand the severity of the situation and we have without doubt come 
together as a community to support this initiative at this vulnerable time coming up to the Christmas 
period. 
 
Unfortunately, the Government do not support this action and have issued an ultimatum to The Royal 
Borough of Greenwich insisting that the Leader of the Council rescind his request for schools to move to 
remote learning and for schools to return to full face to face learning otherwise the Government will take 
legal action to compel schools to do so. 
 
I have today received communication from The Director of Children’s Services explaining the situation to 
say that while the decision made to ask Royal Greenwich schools to move to remote learning where 
possible was issued to tackle the rise in cases, the Education Secretary is threatening legal action as a 
consequence. 
 
As we have been today, on Wednesday 16th December and Thursday 17th December the school will be 
open for all children who are not currently self-isolating due to class bubble closures or have Covid 19 
symptoms to receive face-to-face learning. 
 
This is a particularly difficult time and I understand the anxieties that all our community feels – especially 
wanting to stay safe in order to enjoy Christmas with the family or friends that they are able to meet over 
the Christmas period. We will of course continue to do all we can to keep those children and staff at school 
as safe as possible by following our rigorous risk assessment. However, as parents and carers you will 
understandably have your own opinions and anxieties and you will make your own decisions. 
 
I am sorry that the last few days may have been confusing but be assured, the Governors and I have acted 
in the best interests of all stakeholders. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate 
contacting the school via email, and we will get back to you as soon as we can. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mrs M Hill 
Executive Headteacher. 
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