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 16th December 2020  

Dear Parents & Carers,  

Goodbyes and Hellos 

In amongst all of the events of recent months, weeks and days, the cogs of the school engine continue to 
turn. An important part of that engine is the dedicated staff team who always strive to provide an excellent 
education for your children and have been working tirelessly throughout this pandemic. 
 
Sometimes, though, opportunities arise which mean that people move on to pastures new. This is happening 
at the end of this term for two valued members of staff. The children they work with already know and have 
said their goodbyes. 
 
We are saying ‘goodbye’ to Kathryn Stanton who is shortly moving to Sweden with her family. Miss Stanton 
is a long standing member of the teaching team and an important member of the Senior Leadership Team. 
She has been teaching at our school for 16 years and is our EYFS Lead. Most children in the school will have 
experienced the joy of Forest School which has been lead by Miss Stanton until now. She is handing the baton 
of Forest School to Miss Gallagher who is very excited about the training she will undertake in the New Year. 
Mrs Chisholm will be taking on the role of EYFS Lead from January. 
 
We thank Miss Stanton for the huge impact she has had on our Early Years environment and practice over 
the years. Also, for the impact on the wider school community, organising and managing events in her former 
role as PE Lead and supporting newly qualified teachers as their mentor. 
 
We wish you every success in your new adventure, Kathryn. You will be missed, but we know you have many 
exciting times ahead.  
 
We are also saying ‘goodbye’ to Rob Murray who is retiring. Mr Murray has been part of the Cherry Orchard 
teaching staff for 6 years. During this time he has taught in both KS1 and KS2 and has lead on PE across the 
school. The children have greatly benefitted from all of the sporting opportunities Mr Murray has provided 
for them and the staff too have learned a lot from the training opportunities he has arranged. Miss Stone will 
be taking on the role of PE Lead in the New Year. 
 
Mr Murray is hoping to come back to visit in the New Year. We will miss you, Mr Murray - enjoy the golf, 
swimming and free time you have worked so hard for.  
 
We are saying ‘hello’ to Mrs Vara, an experienced teacher who is joining us as part of our teaching team in 
the New Year. She will be teaching alongside Mrs Innes in Year 4 who she has already been working with this 
term. 
 
We welcome Mrs Vara, and bid fond farewells to Mr Murray and Miss Stanton - you will always be part of 
the ‘Cherry Orchard family’ and have played important parts in our stories. 
 
To new beginnings! 
 
Mrs Lloyd 
Head of School 
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