
                   

 

 
 

Friday 9th January 2025  

Has it really only been a week back at school? The children have settled in 

well and are fully engaged in their learning. Across all year groups, we are focusing on 

building strong foundations in reading, writing, and language skills through daily story 

times, phonics lessons, and abundant opportunities for talk and discussion. Our oracy 

assemblies have been a particular highlight—be sure to ask your children all about them! 

It’s wonderful to see such enthusiasm and progress as we begin the new term, and we 

look forward to all that 2026 has to offer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Some reminders please …. 

We’re delighted to see so many children enjoying our morning ‘wake up’ sessions, arriving 

at school full of energy and enthusiasm! To ensure these sessions are safe and enjoyable 

for everyone, we kindly ask that all children fully participate in the activities rather than 

running around the hall, as this can be distracting for others and increase the risk of 

accidents.  

 

Additionally, to help keep everyone safe throughout the school day, please can we ask 

that children do not ride their scooters or bikes in and out of the playground, especially 

near the gate where space is limited. This helps us prevent accidents and maintain a 

secure environment for all. We understand it can be difficult for staff to address safety 

concerns in front of parents, so your support in working together is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you for helping us keep our school community safe and happy. 

 
Packed Lunches  

 

As part of our commitment to being a healthy school, we would like to remind parents to 

consider the contents of their child’s packed lunch. A high-sugar lunch can negatively 

impact children’s concentration and energy levels throughout the school day. While we 

fully respect your decisions as parents, we kindly ask that you think carefully about the 

foods you include to help support your child’s learning and well-being. Please also 

remember that all children are provided with a nutritious lunch at school, which includes 

a sandwich option, should you wish to take advantage of this. Thank you for working with 

us to promote healthy habits for all our pupils. 

 
Clubs  

 

As we feel the pinch of January, we want to remind you that both our club providers, 

Kidslingo (Spanish) and Superstar Sports (after school clubs), offer flexible payment 

options to support families. Kidslingo can be contacted directly to discuss individual 

payment arrangements, while Superstar Sports provides session-by-session payments or 

payment via Klana. Please do get in touch with the providers if you would like to explore 

these options. 

 
Stay and Read  

To celebrate National Storytelling Week and the Year of Reading, we invite parents to join 

us for a Stay and Read session on Wednesday, 4th February, right after dropping off your 

child. This is a wonderful chance to share a special book together, and we promise to 

keep it brief, ending at 9:05. We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible and 

thank you in advance for your support in fostering a love of reading. 

 

 
 

 

Follow us on Instagram: 

 

@cherryorchardse7 

 
 

IMPORTANT TERM DATES 

SO FAR 

 

MONDAY 19TH JANUARY: 

Choir at Young Voices, 02 

Arena 

 

THURSDAY 29TH JANUARY: 

Year 6 SATS meeting, 9 

am Hall  

 

WEDNESDAY 4TH FEBRUARY  

Stay and Read 

Families invited to go into 

their class at drop off and 

read with their children 

until 9:05 

 

TUESDAY 10TH FEBRUARY: 

Academic Review- 

SCHOOL TO CLOSE AT 

1.30pm for meeting to 

begin 

 

WEDNESDAY 5TH MARCH: 

World Book Day  

 

FRIDAY 20TH MARCH: 

Red Nose Day 

 

WEDNESDAY 25TH MARCH 

Art & DT Stay and Create, 

Hall @ 3:15 

(families welcome) 

 

NB: Please keep an eye 

on this column as dates 

will be added as 

arranged  



                   

 

 
 

A weekly round up…. 
Back2Basic - This week, we focused on sensory play, during which the children enjoyed making 

their own play dough from scratch using only natural ingredients. We used dried lavender to give it a floral 

scent. It was a hit, leaving them eager to explore new batches of scented play dough, blending different herbs 

and natural aromas. The children talked about their Christmas holidays, pretending to make Christmas cookies 

and describing how delicious they were. 

 

Reception – Reception have had great fun solving the mystery of our new book! We have found The Gruffalo in 

our Deep Dark Wood and become illustrators, practising our drawing skills just like Axel Scheffler. 

 

Year 1 - Happy New Year everyone! What a great first week back! The children came back ready to learn and 

what a week we've had. We had lots of fun during poetry week and created our own poems! We also started 

dance classes! 

 

Year 2 – It has been a wonderful first week back. We have been counting pounds and pence, as well as 

choosing the notes and coins needed to make given amounts of money. In English, we explored the word 

classes in our new text, The Tunnel. In addition, we explored the properties of a variety of everyday materials 

and learned about why some materials are suitable for specific uses. 

 

Year 3 – Year 3 have hit the ground running in the first week back! We have started reading our text Cloud Tea 

Monkeys, looked at rhetorical questions and hyperbole in English, multiplied and divided 2-digit by 1-digit 

numbers in maths, discussed different challenges and what they may look like in RSHE, and started 

programming in Scratch for computing just to name a few! We also got very excited when it snowed a little!! 

 

Year 4 – Welcome back everyone! Happy New Year to you. Year 4 have settled really quickly into the Spring 

term and have already been working hard on writing a narrative in English. We have started reading our new 

text in Focus Reading and using the VIPERS domains to improve our reading skills. In Maths, we are learning how 

to multiply and divide 2- and 3-digit numbers by a 1-digit number using efficient methods. In History, we have 

started learning about the Anglo-Saxons and located on a map where they invaded and settled in Britain. A 

new homework menu for Spring 1 was handed out on Monday to the children for them to work on over the next 

few weeks. 

 

Year 5 - What a lovely way to start the year! Year 5 have been very well behaved this week and learnt so much 

about a Buddhist’s way of life as well as how to survive in the wild. They have also started our new multiplication 

unit, multiplying two 2-digit numbers. They have shown so much resilience this week and we are so proud of 

them! 

 

Year 6 – It has been a fantastic first week back for Year 6! Our fantastic Year 6s showed lots of resilience in 

maths as we tackle a brand new topic—ratio! We have made excellent progress in understanding the 

relationship between numbers and how to use these relationships to solve ratio questions. Additionally, Year 6 

have become completely invested in our new focus text—The Crossing. Lots of very deep, mature discussions 

have been had about the characters and the hardships they are going through, lots to reflect on. 

 

 

 
Have a great weekend,  

 

Mrs McEnroe, Mrs Hassan & Mrs List 


